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4. Research activity

The research activity is focused on two main lines: (i) investigation of host-parasite interactions
and (ii) development of control strategies for parasitic diseases. Our main objectives are to
explore the immune response of the host to parasites, by characterizing innate immunity and
cell-mediated immune response and develop new prophylactic and therapeutic directed to
parasitic diseases, primarily focused on diseases caused by trypanosomatids.

5. Research projects (2010-Present)

= Vaccine for prevention and treatment of Trypanosoma cruzi Infection - CRUZIVAX (Ref. No
815418 European Union’s Horizon 2020 - Research and innovation programme)

= Achieving new frontiers through trypanosomatid exosomes (TEx) - EXOTRYPANO (Ref
PTDC/CVT-CVT/28908/2017, Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology - FCT)
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RedVLP - Red Iberoamericana para el desarrollo en base a micromecenazgo de vacunas
contra enfermedades infecciosas con tecnologia en plataforma VLP (Cyted ref 216RT0506)
Anti-Leishmania and anti-Trypanosome potential of oleanolic and ursolic acids (FAPESP,
2013/16297-2, Brazil)

Provoquemos-lhes a queda: Estudo gendémico, proteémico e imuno-histolégico da involucdo
do cimento de fixacdo de carracas (PTDC/CVT-EPI/3460/2012, FCT)

Regulatory immune response in dogs with leishmaniosis at various clinical stages and
undergoing different therapeutic protocols (PTDC/CVT/118566/2010, FCT)
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MSc students - 22
Graduation students - 7

Teaching

8.1. Coordination of PhD in Biomedical Sciences (IHMT-NOVA) (April 2020)

8.2. Coordination of the following curricular units:

Pathology and immunology of parasitic diseases (MSc in Tropical Diseases, IHMT-NOVA)
Parasite immunology (MSc in Medical Parasitology, IHMT-NOVA)

Immunology (MSc in Biomedical Sciences, IHMT-UNL)

Scientific writing (MSc in Biomedical Sciences, IHMT-UNL)

Immunology (PhD in Biomedical Sciences, Universidade Agostinho Neto, Luanda, Angola)
Immunology of infectious and parasitic diseases (PhD in Biomedical Sciences, IHMT-UNL)
Scientific communication (PhD in Biomedical Sciences, IHMT-UNL)

8.3. Co-organization of the course Advances in Molecular and Cellular Biology, RENORBIO PhD

programme (Teresina, PI, Brazil) (2008, 2009, 2010, 2012)



8.4. Member of the Scientific Committee of Biomedical Sciences MSc (IHMT-UNL) and of
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9. Scientific evaluation
9.1. Referee of manuscripts for several scientific journals on Veterinary, Parasitology and
Immunology fields

9.2. Evaluator of European and non-European funding agencies
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